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16. Calls on the Council Presidency to sponsor a resolution calling on the US immediately to clarify the
situation of prisoners in Guantanamo or those recently transferred from there to other parts of the US in
order to finally respect international law, to release those against whom there are no retainable charges
and to take the necessary steps to ensure that basic safeguards are respected;
17. Calls on the Council Presidency to sponsor or co-sponsor resolutions on: fundamental rights and
freedoms versus anti-terrorist legislation and practices; asylum and refugee protection; human rights
defenders; torture; disappearances; freedom of thought, religion and speech; indigenous people, children’s
rights, women’s rights, racism; homosexuals and minorities;
18. Calls on the Council Presidency to sponsor or support resolutions on: China, in particular addressing the situation in Tibet and Xinjiang; Russia, in particular addressing the situation in Chechnya; Algeria,
Tunisia, Libya, the human rights situation in the Israeli Occupied Territories and in the area under the
Palestinian Authority, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi, the Central
African Republic, Côte d’Ivoire, Sudan, Cuba, Colombia, North Korea, Burma and Nepal; calls for all thematic working groups and special rapporteurs to be granted unlimited access to these countries and
regions and for the request for a special high representative on human rights in Iran to be reintroduced;
strongly condemns the execution of the Tibetan, Lobsang Dhondup, on 26 January 2003, for his alleged
political crimes and calls for the death penalty passed on the Lama, Tenzin Delek, to be cancelled immediately;
19. Calls on the UNCHR to adopt a resolution to establish without delay and make operational an
open-ended inter-sessional working group to elaborate the draft optional protocol to the International
covenant on economic, social and cultural rights, as called for in the Vienna declaration and programme
of action (adopted in June 1993 by the World conference on human rights);
20. Calls on the Council to ensure that the UNCHR resolutions (sponsored or co-sponsored by the EU)
are integrated into EU human rights policy, in particular by regular monitoring of their implementation
and by raising the issues in the EU’s political dialogue with the countries concerned;
21. Asks the Conference of Presidents to establish an ad hoc delegation of Members of the European
Parliament to attend the UNCHR and to establish regular contacts with the bodies and representatives of
the Council, the Member States and the Commission which are coordinating the EU initiatives on the
UNCHR;
22. Expects the Council and the Commission to report back in full to Parliament in plenary session on
the outcome of the UNCHR no later than May 2003; points out that this report should outline in detail
not only the issues on which the EU and its Member States sponsored or co-sponsored resolutions and the
range of actions taken by the EU during the UNCHR session, but also when and why such sponsoring was
not undertaken;
23. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the governments
and parliaments of the Member States, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Council of Europe,
the OSCE and the governments of the countries mentioned in this resolution.
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Illegal exploitation of the wealth of the Democratic Republic of Congo
European Parliament resolution on the illegal exploitation of the wealth of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
The European Parliament,


having regard to the second report of the Panel of experts on the illegal exploitation of natural
resources and other forms of wealth of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) submitted to the
UN Security Council on 21 October 2002,
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having regard to UN Security Council Resolution 1457 (2003) to extend the mandate of the abovementioned panel of experts for another six months,



having regard to Article 21(2) of the African charter of human and peoples’ rights which lays down
that ‘in case of spoliation, the dispossessed people shall have the right to the lawful recovery of its
property …’,



having regard to EU accession to the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme for the international
trade in rough diamonds,



having regard to the OECD’s Guidelines for multinational enterprises,

A. whereas the UN final report on the illegal exploitation of the DRC’s natural resources provides detailed
evidence of the widespread diversion of State funds through the plundering of natural resources and of
other related criminal activities,
B.

whereas the report shows that the withdrawal of foreign armies has coincided with the development
of so-called military, political and business ‘elite networks’ cooperating to divert public revenues and
to engage in various criminal activities,

C. whereas the issue of access to and control of key mineral resources such as diamonds, copper, cobalt,
coltan and gold is one of the main causes of the civil war in the DRC,
D. whereas some of the products resulting from the illegal exploitation of natural resources in the DRC
find their way to Member States,
E.

whereas, since responsibility lies partly with a number of private companies in the EU, especially
Belgian, German, British and French companies, as well as companies from Asia and the US, the UN
report recommends sanctions against those companies,

F.

having regard to the serious threats to the ecosystem and, in particular, to the illegal logging of the
equatorial forest in the DRC,

G. whereas most of the national parks, in which poaching, deforestation and the illegal mining of gold
and coltan are taking place, lie in the eastern part of the DRC,
H. concerned at the summary execution of illegal miners in the diamond mines administered by the DRC
Government through the mining company MIBA,
I.

whereas the remarkable mineral resources of the DRC have always been internationally coveted, while
the great majority of the inhabitants have never benefited from the exploitation of these resources and
are currently poverty-stricken (against a background of rising prices, unemployment, deterioration of
infrastructure, etc.),

1.
Condemns the illegal exploitation of the DRC’s natural resources by its neighbours and by international private companies, and calls for concrete steps to end this state of affairs;
2.
Expresses its grave concern at the findings of the UN Panel of experts on the illegal exploitation of
natural resources and other forms of wealth of the Democratic Republic of Congo and reiterates its condemnation of all such exploitation;
3.
Calls on the Member States, and in particular on the Belgian, German, French and British Governments, to initiate proceedings against those identified in the UN report as being suspected of involvement
in the pillage of the DRC;
4.
Calls on the International Criminal Court, under powers now vested in it, to investigate acts of
genocide and crimes against humanity committed in Africa and elsewhere, including acts perpetrated to
illegally secure natural resources, such as conflict diamonds and timber;
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5.
Calls on Member State governments to respect and uphold the principles of the OECD Guidelines for
Multinational Enterprises, with particular regard to the principles of integrity and transparency and the
non-acceptance of double standards in these areas;
6.
Calls on the UN Security Council, in line with the recommendations of its rapporteurs, to impose
sanctions (travel restrictions, freezing of assets and prohibition on the holding of bank accounts) on those
persons and companies whose participation in the pillage of the DRC’s resources has been proven;
7.
Calls on the Commission to propose to the Council a binding legal framework for the responsibility
of private companies from the EU operating in third countries, with a view to combating the illegal
exploitation of those countries’ resources;
8.
Calls, with a view to compliance with the principle of good governance, for those persons found
guilty of pillaging the resources of the DRC to be dismissed from their posts and to be excluded from
office during the transitional period which will precede the establishment of democracy;
9.
Calls on the Council, in the context of the Cotonou agreement, to urge the African transit countries
to take action to discourage the pillaging of natural resources;
10. Welcomes the EU’s accession to the Kimberley process certification scheme for the international
trade in rough diamonds, calls on all States involved in this trade to join the Scheme and calls for independent monitoring of compliance with the guidelines concerning the trade in diamonds which came into
force at the beginning of 2003;
11. Calls for an EU initiative aimed at increased coordination and information-sharing between national
police forces as regards alleged European perpetrators of illegal exploitation of natural resources in the
DRC;
12. Recommends that Member States actively support the efforts being made by intergovernmental and
non-governmental organisations at both international and regional levels to halt illegal logging and to
agree on an international definition of ‘conflict timber’;
13. Calls for the creation, under the aegis of the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo
(MONUC), of an ongoing mechanism to monitor the illegal exploitation of the DRC’s natural resources,
including those in the territories controlled by the rebels;
14. Calls for an embargo on arms and munitions exports to the countries involved in the conflict in the
DRC;
15. Hopes that the agreement on power-sharing during the period of transition to democracy will help
to put an end to the pillaging of the wealth of the DRC and that it will be implemented as soon as
possible;
16. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the governments
of the Member States, the UN Secretary-General, and the governments of the Democratic Republic of
Congo and of the countries of the region.

